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iSuch g’ the .locale. of
farm and'thé nelghboring Terwill-
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: ,,siar;tlédv;f.‘]ﬁhéasantf;jii:sur-
orthe-brush.:

of. thé‘v'Dﬁd'g;'eor')

nin’ which the™ victim of

Newaygd: county’s—in: fact, ‘western

most sensdtional . crime

.-break. fappears
8- mighty" forest.

J“the" forlorn “hope
in,. 14f i &

A : L
\iles!. the térrain stretch

) ’."s,‘and".a\nd,. stumpg

narrow ' stair-
oger approach;
7--and atill - her o

: ahé\g;h_fg
L the sutfounding - ireds,
ere ‘ag idismal. as ‘the

outside.- . breeze: ' rattling “wthe]
‘loose’ and™ rottinig » boards™ of " the
walls'stifred:conjecture-as-to how
the'#‘:place‘-:‘_could"-‘bé.',made’-..habltable;
:a place:ofidomestic. cheer, when the
galeg-and- snows ‘of iwinter: battered
doors’” and-" closed - to.’
the= rutty’:dirt «road- : that snakily

away- to'the nearest- town.

“Nobedy “had: lived . there wfor. 'two

Ince'the. ‘Dudgeons. went . to)
sIt has¥lived its..lfa na el

aunt Se

- miles:"away  near ’ the “village of

n“bullet like.

B -Dudgeon‘s-:-g._-x}mi»-ﬂngl_ly'. married Meda

. I'his fe

cattered. ard iso- |-

Lof “wild  things, |

wt Seencs

IR s g

It. 15" whispered-that - the Dudgeon
_home ~fire: may "have "been - set by
X t

neighbors fedrful ‘that they mig
om . e

backto “live - there.’, k
Father-In-Law Dles.- " .
‘Hodells:'lived ' a ‘score or. 50

.The:
‘Grant,“"Romie was an itinerant sort,
.| ¢hine.to. farmers: who.. wanted - to

that-He became acqualnted with the,
ini-1921,

David Hodell,“who. had“been Uving
‘with MRomie andi.Meda, . dled, . He

 little'comment at the . time. “ In 'May,
“the death' of Romie oceurred. .
o 'He wwas / tound -hanging 'in - the
Terwilligeri barn; : . But ‘ptrangely,
et “were. resting on the -Hoor

{An:autopsy. djscovered hig neck not
-brok
of his;.::ljx‘_ea{l ad’

been mashed.

‘ou‘ld:;

1Y would;,
B0 W

‘you :
Dearest!, ‘Medy: ., T" ognnot write
‘words’toi'the 'effect tha® I want to
‘but: tell imy, mother notto"feel bad
for. me or you elther.: I left a note

- One who -loves you.
Loe P!

am ‘writing you. thls. Please don't

It fwas. In ‘February of. 1922 'that) .

‘was'aged.. andi.his < death. caused|.

Of; thé Joft. " ‘His "Knees were: flexéd. |.
én, but revealed .that: the back |-
A o

N ‘my? bools for ‘youi bt my emo- |
“tiorni’ has. ‘changedalnce; then so- 1|

‘Who' ‘gained ‘his “llving by ‘hiring| -
‘himself and his 'stump. pulling ma- |-

clear acreage.'It-was on hig.travels |..

‘mdrry:Carl Sallors, ‘my: last request,
One .who "glves ~his "life for you,
Dogt" - - o, o r g B e . .you,

| . Tells. Murder ‘Story, -

‘' But.:the.  countryside, -already
-holding  the” Dudgeons  in disrepute,
refused to accept the-suleide theory
.asithe ‘complete: storyt of the death
of ‘Hodell. . A" gcore:or more. in ‘mob
8plirit ‘one day 'several,‘months- later
soized’ upon" Lee :Dudgeon and Her-
man, ~his- brother.. - A- noose was
tightened around Lee’s neck. Later
jhe showed . the marks to others, - .. )
““He'told-a story of  murder. *He

said ;Robert 'Bennett, a hired’ man,
had killed Hodoll' and had compellod
himself 'and  hfs " brother; ‘Herman,’
to-help, take the 'bedy to the Ter-
williger ‘barn., - -7/ o .

. "State police came to White Cloud
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rd .
enruttyr dirt‘ uxvoad' rthat L snakny
winds saway - tod the fnearest towh!
Nobody - had':lived . there-:for, two
yedrs, sim,e ‘the. ‘Dudgeons. went to
prigson. - It has™ lived its life as a.
. place -of human " lodging. "It -has
. been a-place .ahunned.,a place that

. occa.slonal travelera hurried past at
N ~aight, spm,ce -of .'unpatural death,

“.and haunted, lt 18 sa.ld. by return-

have::been . murdered:- by ‘his. wifé,
Maeda,;~and- her’/-mother, Mrs Allce
Dudieon, . in’ May of 1922, .. -
It 8tood-only: a joglof 16'18 tha.n a
mile ‘dowhn:the..road a.n,d through a,

?resslng swanip . from.:the.  Ter.’
. whlliger armﬂwhex;e !Lee “Dudgeon,
Meda,s ‘brother, is- accused ;of. hav-

inf :

lfe . still . lingered, “the
pended- it from ‘a rafter as {f.d
-had. been cnused b
ing.”

The'. barn As in the center of -
clearing ‘of " several | acres,’ £ringed
- by a’dénse second growth of timber.
3 To ‘calll-it-a .barn:is . to dignify. it,

unfairly. Bullt apparently Just -asg
rough ‘shelter. from inclemency: for |
.horses ,OT . cattle, {t. more properly

§ '8

would _.ﬂll the interior oA
cordinary: height -
the floor wof the loft.

./Theloft-is about elg‘ht feet hig‘h

man of
canr..easﬂy reach

Z

a“place, where, hay could be’stored.,
The boarding" of.'the” walls x’au to’
vjoln ‘and’ sunshlne ligths ‘theinside
in:'a:lttiged ‘fashion .‘thats: Indicates
mﬂcoorzllght would produce 'ghastly
effec

Bnrrcd Nelzhboru Cuttle.»I

For years ‘the: Duldgeon famlly
lived in thig'environment after com-
in -north “from  Indlana,
ude ‘there  is' only -one -other,
farmhouse \within .2 radius” of*sev-"
eral'miles—=the “Dudgeon- boys, +Lee,
" Wilmer -and“Herman,: and {thelr ;sfs-
ter ‘Meda, igr ewngh : choollng:‘a

er

i

ey contact:, wit] -were" ‘theirs
T onl{ in" meager ‘measure and ‘grad-~
wi « uallyy

‘they ‘came’ tobe: ‘looked upon
‘by ‘thecount
‘tary  tribe ,
‘‘Some ireg dents of thls'- vlclnty
suggest some reaentment against
the Dudgeons grew out'iof. the-fact |
that ’ they.'fenced In “several hun-
‘dred-acres;of the farm; thereby bar-
ring thatraréa' to promiscuo
ing ‘by- nelgshboring attle,
v ‘ y
Wh

‘anything-runtoward'. happene - the
rural-finger: of suspleion- polnted . to.
_the- Du.dgeo 8. - They. were not llked

sjde‘ s-a surly soll--

Hw\b ls a new free book entltled
3 “of the Stom-
a.ch " written by B physloian specla]-
1st' who hag’ studied ‘the" worklngs of
“the’ huma.n stoma.ch and vital organs
for: over, thirty years. It is ‘finely
illustrated ‘with" X- -Ray- photos re-
vealing facts rega,rding .the most
proba.ble ca.use :of 'your troublés that
have" been 1gnored by. doctors /for
yea.rs' L If you va.lue your health and

S
A

was “in ithis abandoned house {
Romie » Hodell: ta" ‘declared.. to|

y ;uicldal hangv‘

‘ol murder.
a hired’ man.
. kille, odell and-had compellud
‘himself"and :hfs " 'brother; 'Herman,’
‘to-help ‘take the quy to the Ter-
wmlger ‘barn., .

State police came to: Whlte (,loud
and investigated. They  decided to
take the Dudgeons from the White
‘Cloud Jall'to the cells at Big Rap-
lds, in Mecosta county, contained in

Lol A story:
t'Bennett,.

one, that would-withstand a mob.
nrother Brenku Down.

willlger ‘barn, and there saw “spir-
-its,” state pollice testified:i He broke
down, -they said, and confessed that
'he had had & ﬂght with ‘Hodell a
Lew " days,beforo ths “-body wasg
\found that Meda -first ‘had hit ‘her
husband with a rolling pin
.the - mother had struck a second |
:blow.” The /'body still.. quivered, he:
sald, - when' he  carrled it out and

man took it-to the barn.

~Then
ema.de by Herman,
Dudgeon., Ghosts or .as the défense
now clalms, a -trooper draped In
‘white . gheets, .appeared to” startle
each.of .the Dudgeons. . o
M&_,Pol-on %Fonnd _anBody. FE
Herman’s, confessian ralsed  sus-
picion thatthe death of the tathex‘-
‘in-law .had - not been ' natural.’ The
body ‘wasrexhumed and polson found.
Meda - was  tried| and ‘convicted ; of
having- done the poisoning, because,
it ‘was. testified," ‘ithe '0ld man was
a: bother.” ~ Her ‘jnother was. con-
‘victed of the murder of Romie and
also given. a life sentence.. I:ee was
zlven two-and-one-half years to 16
for" manslaughter,' ».His . brother
‘Herman and ‘Bennett - were freed:
«F'or-months the legal fight' waged.
At Is" estimated: by county 'authori- |’
tles *that the’ “cost of ‘the ‘Dudgeon |-
of. $20,000) Last’ ‘year, Newaygo
cages to Newaygo, ‘has been upwards
‘county’s share of the state tax was
1$36.000. 'It7is not a ‘wealthy county, |-
more than half of it being. so-called
“cut-over lands.  The.Dudgeons, poa-
.sessions early went for lawyers'
fees. A counsel in one of the pre-;
vious. trials- is understood now to
‘hold, tltle to the -abordened farm or
‘ranch -as it ‘might. be termed.  They
have. nb monsy. ts: ﬂght Ior their
1 i

‘similar /. confessjons - wer(.

5 .The appehl oL Mrs budgeon "and
FLeeto- the .supreme.court waa 'firi-
anced from a varied.of sources. Sev-
eral ' Detroit’ club ‘woirien,. belfeving:
‘thé. Dudgeons had been "railrbaded "
several  Blg Rapids. citizens ‘and
othesr contributed .the necessary
wherewithal for ‘the ‘appeal.

Today they\ -are. standing refrial,
and ‘Newaygo.~ county «jg' paying the
,bllls both! for® prosecutlon and de-
fense. ‘Even the foeas of the Dud-
geons . theréby are paying for the
defénse, paylng to see Justice done.
‘Both Frank Wetmore, of Hart, Fred
Everett, of ‘Blg Rapids ,the defense
‘counsel, were appolnted by the
court. William J." Branstrom, for

recting ‘the. prosecution as- Bpe(:ial'.-
prosequtor B
Were Model - Prlwnen. Sie
The mother, and’ son ‘have been'
model prisonerg since they have
been held at White Cloud. Quietly,
and stoically they have don@
chores around the county jail an:d
patiently,. stolidly filled in: and ou't
gf the courtroom on the days thelr’
etrials have been'in progress, Sel--

8 ,more  substantial structure and

-Lee ‘wae the first one taken., Hel'
'wag driven at night pdast the Ter-'|"

and that |

wit.; ‘the pelp of Bennott yand Her-, R

‘Meda 'and " Mra.|"

12 years Newaygo prosecutor, is.dl-|.-

B .determlne

txon ot Iact that is for the jury tn--
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Unnnunl Leg‘u .

“In’ addltlon to the quesuonablo
final* dlsbonlbion of ¢ the contessions,
several; unusual “legal 'points have
obtruded .into :the. present - Fetrials.
t.th”:}tl' medical testimony has been

a ¢ wound on' the neck of N
dell’s_bodv._wsa _caured h\L—n_hO Iljgf




ist Who has studied the workings of { ‘'

the

Jumansstomach and vital organs
“forvover:: It 1s “finely
{llustrate CWiEH: photos® re-
vealing facﬁ_s'; regarding .the ‘most
probable cauge,of your troubles that
have" ’bt‘aex_i"i_gx\xorgg‘. by !doctors /for
years!: If you value your health and
wish-to bhe free ‘from stomeach dis-.
orders - and “trdubles ‘arising there-
from, write for a copy of ‘thias won-

tion .is-aiding the authorities to de--
crease.the appalling high death rate
due "tos ignorance, ‘wrong. diagnosis
and neglect'of unsuspected, ‘serlous
| “stomach "disorders' that have ‘kept
people ‘doctoring:. without relief . for
‘weeks, \months, and -in some cases
- years. ‘Any:readeriof this paper can
obtain ‘a.copy of *“The Inner’ Myster-
leq -0f the St{omach,” absolutely free
y. sending letter -or. postcard re-
questing - It;" to department below.
Address Dr. ' F. R, Ward, Dept. 56-D,
241 "West ‘72nd._St., New York, N. Y,
-—Advertisement. ' . -

derful new book!. Its free distribu-- fes,

eourt,

. Were Model  Prisoners,

- The ‘mother: and- son “have been.)| ...

model prisoners’ since they “have
been held at White Cloud, Qulietly,
and stoically . they " have .'don-e
chores around the county. jail an+:d
patiently,. stolidly filed in: and ou't
f the courtroom on the days their’
getrlals have been'in progress. Sel-:
dom have they shown any ‘apparent-
interest in the teatimony’ of ‘the’
various wlitnesses, -the “ghost” stor-:
or the reading of their -sensa-,
tlonal ~confessiouy, CoTTTTT
Thelr fate rests virtually entire-
ly upon the leg®l points as to
whether their confessions are elig--
ible of admission as evidence .ir:
1f .they were obtainecl
through coercion, “ghostly” threats,
or physical' violence, the state su--
preme court has reld that the triall
judge should ekclude them. If theys
ere voluhtary -they  should be ad-
mitted. If there {s doubt ~as to
whether they were voluntary or in-
voluntary, regardlesg of their truth,
their value as .evidence is a "ques-

|

RAYL'S HARD
- WillCloseat
.. Saturday .
-,Dgrm’g July and A ugg;s;,

ARE |

| called quivering of- the wody- afters|

,deter‘mme.,
: ‘Unuwual - lépg‘gl'{_lfolnt .
“the questiopable

final® disPosition ;of thé “confessions.
several ) unusual™ legal points have
obtruded .Into . the . present retrials.
First, medical testimony has been
that the wound on the neck of Ho-
dell’'s body was caused by a biunt
-instrument, that It was sufficlently
severe to have caused instantane-
ous death ,although there might be
A few muscularconvulsions, or so-

wards. R -
If the medical testimony,. so tarf
unimpesached or questioned, {8 Lo bej
accepted at face value, Hodell was,
dead when Lee Dudgeon suspended
him In the barn, assuming that he,
did so. Dudgeon could not. have.
murdered a _dead man: As a blood |
relative of Mrs. .Dudgeon and Meda |
Hadell, the ‘law - presumes that he!
would® 'be sympathetic. if they had‘
committed murder and does not,
hold him ‘criminally guilty of any
offence {f he. merely aided in con-
cealment of crime for which they
were responsible,. ’
. Already . in Jeopardy,
Should his case go to a.
This 'is one,cf the many legal
tions that have 'arisen. ,
‘Secondly, - assuming  that a

ju.ry?'
qeus-
. |
con-
family to commit the murder rof
Hodell, -‘a ' presumption. that the
prosecution has attempted to. prove,
Lee - Dudgeon -already has been
tried for murder. He was convicted
of manslaughter. If tried again, he
could not  be . convicted,. according
to Michigan law, for - any crime
«dmore serious . than mansliaughter,
that verdict - having = been, - passed
once, ‘ I
“And then,'not a legal point, but
a natural question .of human sym-|
pathy, if Lee should go free. be-
scause of the quirk. of law that ab:
rolves a blood relative of complic-
ity in crilme under certain condl-
.tions, even if he has g guilty
knowledge, and Mrs. Dudgeon s
‘convicted, would the fact that.she
struck the second blow or that she
wa' selderly 'and her son of -sup-
posed gullty knowledge free, sug-~
gest to the jury a recommendation
of leniency? ~Or, possibly, a convie-
tion “for ‘' manslaughter Instead of

murder- 3vith a itfe sentence, ac be-

spiracy existed among the Dudgeon, |’

- . T [
fore.” Manslaughter carrles a
years' limit. SR
* Detro{t’ Judgée  on ‘Bench.
Most of the .legal :points, il
involving what bhould go to

Jury and what should not, wi

duled upon by a " Detroit Jt
Hary J. Dingeman. - Lo

The. ' present proceedings .
proceeded more axpeditiously:
any local observers' predicted..
Jury:in this expectedly hostile .
munity was secured in :two u
True, they were ' mostly far
from distant sections of the cot
but' such quick ‘time had not:

‘figured.

The state virtually has comp;
ita c¢ade, and several defense
nesses, simply because their n¢
were -on the original inform:e
papers, already have been calle
the state, but purposely &sa
the defense could gquestion then

The case Is expected to conc
during the ensuing. week.



